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SPINAL CORD INJURY — REBOUND WA 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Thank you very much, Madam President, for the 
opportunity to make a relatively short statement. I rise tonight to discuss an issue that is very important to many 
people in the South Metropolitan Region and the wider Perth metropolitan area. About 12 000 people in Australia 
live with spinal cord injuries. On average, one injury happens every day. Western Australia has the second highest 
rate of incidences in the nation, after the Northern Territory. Most cases of spinal cord injuries will unfortunately 
mean the patient is wheelchair-bound for the rest of their life. Australia and Western Australia have done so much 
and made a great deal of progress over the years to make sure public places and private venues are accessible for 
people who are wheelchair-bound. However, there is always more to be done. 
When I was a local councillor at the City of Gosnells, I participated in a one-day wheelchair challenge organised 
by Rebound WA. Rebound WA is a charitable organisation that helps children and adults who live with a physical 
disability. It helps people with spinal cord injuries, amputees and people with neurological conditions. Through 
sports, it helps those people to live a more active and fuller life. The City of Gosnells had had an accessibility 
policy for some time at that stage and the council building had been modified to remove obstacles, so my day in 
a wheelchair was not particularly difficult. However, it gave me a glimpse of what it is like to be in a wheelchair 
and a sense of so many small things that I would not consider to be an issue but that pose a great deal of difficulty 
for people who are wheelchair-bound. These difficulties are sometimes insurmountable. People have to face and 
deal with not only physical barriers, but also a lot of internal difficulties. One can imagine the amount of anxiety 
and distress one would have after a life-changing injury or accident. With that, people can also experience social 
isolation and the gradual loss of friends. By connecting people in those situations and encouraging them to be part 
of a sporting team, people can reconnect and form new friendships. Rebound WA and many other good 
organisations in the community play a very important role. I would like to commend them for their work in the 
community. The more awareness we can generate as a community, the more support we can give and the more we 
can do for those Western Australians will make sure that all Western Australians can have the equal opportunities 
they deserve. Perhaps one day we can have a wheelchair challenge in this Parliament. 
Hon Sue Ellery: We have; Hon Stephen Dawson did it! 
Hon PIERRE YANG: We have; okay. Perhaps we can do it again! 
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